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The Happy Little
Karen Mitzo Hilderbrand and Kim Mitzo Thompson have been  

children’s authors and record producers for over 30 years. Known  

as the Twin Sisters®, the duo have written thousands of products for 

children including over 3,300 songs, 550 digital albums, 250 e-books, 

550 teacher resources, 15 apps, and hundreds of books and more! 

Karen graduated from Purdue University with an Industrial  

Engineering degree and is an avid scuba diver who also enjoys singing, cooking, and volunteering. 

Kim graduated from The University of Akron with a Master’s Degree in “Integrating the Arts in the  

Elementary School Curriculum.” Her teaching degree has allowed her to create educational and 

inspirational products for children worldwide. Kim enjoys sports, writing books for children, and 

cooking. Besides being authors, the fraternal twins run Twin Sisters® Digital Media, focused on  

digital distribution of all their music and book products.

Meet the Twin Sisters®

Accomplishments
• RIAA Certified Recipient of a Platinum Album for “Nature Sounds” signifying sales of over 	

	 1,000,000 units sold (Now with sales of over 2 million albums).

• RIAA Certified Recipient of 9 Gold Albums for “Nature Sounds,” “Phonics,” “Classical Music,”  

	 “102 Children’s Songs,” “Traditional Lullabies,” “Christmas Jazz,” “Christmas Memories,”  

	 “Acoustic 	Christmas,” and “Christmas Through the Eyes of a Child” signifying sales of over 	

	 500,000 units per title.  

• Recipient of over 170 National Awards for educational excellence, creativity, play value, and 		

	 classroom and family fun–National Parenting Publications Award, Dr. Toy’s Best Children’s 				  

	 Products, Learning Magazine’s Teacher Choice Award, The National Parenting Center Seal  

	 of Approval, iParenting Media Award, Parent’s Guide Children’s Media Award, Children’s 				 

	 Music Web Awards, Film Advisory Board Award Of Excellence, Museum Store Association 				  

	 Buyer’s Choice, American Bookseller’s Pick Of The Lists, United States Commerce and Trade 

	 Research Institute’s Excellence Award for Media Internet, and more. 

• Voting Member of NARAS - Grammy Awards for 25 years. 

• Sales of over 50 million albums.
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		  It was a beautiful Sunday morning. The Baker 
family was sitting at the kitchen table finishing 
breakfast.
  
		  “What shall we do today?” asked Mom. 
		  Everyone turned and looked out the window. 
There in the driveway stood the Baker’s little 
red car. 
		  “Let’s go for a drive!” said Dad and Billy and 
Susie all together. 







		  So they made some sandwiches, gathered 
together the picnic things, and in no time at all 
they were ready to go. 
		  All the Bakers piled into the little red car, 
even Max, the dog. 

		  The little red car was not a new car. There was a 
dent in its fender. Its paint was chipped here and 
there, and the seats were a bit worn. 
		  But the Bakers loved the little red car. It was so 
much fun to ride in it, especially with the top 
down. And it always got them to where they 
wanted to go. That’s because, as Dad always said, 
“This car has a great little engine.”



		  So, just as he did on many other Sundays, Dad 
started up the engine of the little red car and the 
Bakers were off. 
		  “Puurrrr, puurrrr,” went the little red car. 

		  “Hear that, everyone?” asked Dad. “That’s the 
sound of a happy little engine!” 
		  “It sure is a puurrrr-fect  day for a drive,” said 
Mom.







		  The Bakers were driving along happily when all 
of a sudden they heard a big bang! Then the little 
red car went, “Thumpity, thumpity, thumpity, 
thump,” and started to wobble down the road. 

		  “Uh, oh,” said Susie.
		  “Ru-uff row,” said Max.
		  “Better pull over,” said Mom.
		  “That’s not the sound of a happy little engine,” 
said Dad, as he pulled off to the side of the road. 



		  The Bakers piled out of the little red car to see 
what was the matter. 
The little red car had a flat tire!

		  Luckily the Bakers had a spare tire and all of the 
right tools. They changed the tire and the little red 
car was as good as new. 
		  The Bakers got back into the car and continued 
on their drive. 
	 	 “Puurrrr, puurrrr,” went the little red car. 







		  The Bakers were enjoying their Sunday drive 
again when all of a sudden they heard a big hiss. 
The little red car went “Sputter, sputter, sputter,”  
and steam began coming from its hood!
		  “Uh, oh,” said Susie.
		  “Ru-uff row,” said Max.
		  “Better pull over,” said Mom.
		  “That’s not the sound of a happy little engine,” 
said Dad, as he pulled off to the side of the road. 



		  The Bakers piled out of the little red car to see 
what was the matter. 
		  The little red car had gotten too hot!

		  Luckily the Bakers had a big jug of water. They 
poured the water into the little red car, which was 
very thirsty! 
		  When the little red car had cooled off it was as 
good as new. 

		  Then Mom, Dad, Billy, Susie, and Max, the dog, 
all got back into the little red car and continued 
their drive.
“Puurrrr, puurrrr,”  went the little red car.







		  Soon they were in the country. There were 
mountains on one side of the road and trees 
on the other. It was very beautiful. 
		  Everyone decided it was the perfect place for 
lunch. So they drove off the highway, found a nice 
big patch of grass, and had their picnic. The little 
red car sat and rested. 

		  “Time to drive home,” Mom said after they were 
finished. They packed up their things and piled 
back into the little red car. 
	 	 “Puurrrr, puurrrr,” went the little red car. 



		  The Bakers hadn’t traveled very far when they 
heard another noise! The little red car went, 
“Chugga, chugga, chugga!” and it slowed down to 
a crawl .
		  “Uh, oh,” said Susie.
		  “Ru-uff row,” said Max.
		  “Better pull over,” said Mom.
“That’s not the sound of a happy little engine,” 
said Dad, as he pulled off to the side of the road. 

		  The Bakers piled out of the little red car to see 
what was the matter. 
		  The little red car was out of gas!
		  Luckily the Bakers had a can of gasoline. “I 
guess the little red car was hungry, too,” said 
Mom. So they filled up the little red car’s tank and 
the little red car was as good as new. 







		  The Bakers all got back on the road and 
drove on.
		  “Puurrrr, puurrrr,”  went the little red car. 
		  They were not too far from home when 
suddenly the little red car coughed and wheezed, 
and coughed and wheezed…and stopped!

		  No one said anything. The Bakers just got out 
of the car and opened up the hood. Dad looked 
and poked, and looked some more. After a few 
minutes he said, “I’m afraid it’s the engine.”



		  This time the Bakers weren’t sure what to do. 
But luckily Ralph’s Repair Shop was just up the 
road. Everyone helped to push the little red car 
into the shop. 
		  Now there was nothing to do but wait. 
Everyone was sad and concerned. Even Max 
looked worried. 

		  After what seemed like a very long time, Ralph 
came out of the garage. “Cheer up, folks,” he said. 
“Your little red car is fine now. It just needed a 
little tune-up.”
		  And with that he started up the engine. It 
sounded as good as new.





		  The Bakers piled into the little red car and 
drove home.
	 	 “Puurrrr, puurrrr,” went the little red car.
		  “Now that’s the sound I like to hear!” said Dad. 
		  “The sound of a happy little engine!” everyone 
said together. 
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